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Farewell to the ‘Brioney Victoria’ – hello to a new coral reef
adam sherwin

The sight of a boat, engulfed
in smoke and slowly sinking
to the ocean floor, might normally be expected to attract
the authorities.
But the Brioney Victoria’s
final voyage yesterday was
cheered on from the Dorset
coast by a leading artist, who
created the conflagration in

order to produce a unique
underwater installation, Reef.
After winning the approval
of arts groups, conservationists, divers and technicians,
Simon Faithfull, whose work
has been exhibited at the
Venice Biennale, was granted
permission to sink his boat off
the Isle of Portland. The small
fishing vessel was towed out to
sea and set alight. As smoke
enveloped her, the boat slowly
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sank to the seabed, where she
will gradually transform into
an artificial reef.
Getting permission for
the sinking was “extremely
difficult”, said Mr Faithfull,
half-brother of the singer
Marianne Faithfull. Onboard cameras streamed the
sinking through a dedicated
mobile app, and will continue
to relay images of the defunct
vessel’s slow metamorphosis.
The cameras will transmit for
a year, with the images relayed
to exhibitions in Brighton,
Calais and Caen.
Commissioned by the
Brighton Photo Biennial exhibition, the work will be staged
in October at Fabrica, a former
chapel in Brighton whose
architecture is reminiscent
of a huge upturned boat.
Suspended beneath its
rafters, two large projection
screens will show excerpts of
the boat smoking and sinking
beneath the waves. At ground
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level, a series of monitors will
show the mysterious images
coming from the drowned
Brioney Victoria.
The artist said he derived
excitement from investigating “the mystery of the world
beneath the waves and what
happens when an everyday object crosses into that
realm”. “Rather poignantly,
it took longer for the boat to
sink than we thought,” said
Mr Faithfull, a lecturer at the
Slade School of Fine Art in
London who has exhibited
around the world. “Now it is
beginning the slow journey of
becoming a reef.
“A whole ecosystem will
grow around the vessel soon.
We will see plants starting to grow and fish swimming through the apertures.
Something which was part of
our world until today has now
entered a different realm and is
starting a new life. The whole
process will take years.”
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